
VICE PRESIDENT CANDIDATES 
 

Lisa Bail 

It is an honor and privilege to be nominated 
for the office of HSBA Vice President, and I 
humbly request your support in the upcoming 
election.  As an attorney with Goodsill 
Anderson Quinn & Stifel LLP for more than 
twenty years, my practice areas include 
environmental law, land use and commercial 
litigation.  The complex and unique Hawaii 

issues in my practice are challenging and fascinating.  Although 
primarily focused on environmental litigation, my work also 
encompasses real estate and corporate transactions which has 
allowed me to work with a diverse cross section of our legal 
community.  I currently serve as leader of Goodsill’s business 
litigation practice group. 

A community prospers from a fair and equitable justice system, 
accessible to all.  The continued contributions of HSBA and the 
broad spectrum of its respected members is an important 
foundation of such a system.  As Vice President I would support 
and grow these contributions.  Our Bar is in a time of transition 
with several of our prominent and respected attorneys and 
mentors growing closer to the end of their careers.  As has been 
my personal goal within the Goodsill firm, as Vice President I 
would mentor attorneys at the outset of their careers on the 
values and professionalism that have well served our legal 
community.  Actively integrating and involving attorneys at all 
different seniority levels supports the Bar’s goal of promoting the 
integrity and competency of Hawaii lawyers, and also the 
continued prosperity of a community based on a sound system of 
justice.  

I have been an active volunteer with the HSBA, serving as Chair 
of the HSBA Natural Resources Section, and as founding Chair 
of the now large and thriving Litigation Section.  Initially in my role 
as Chair of the Litigation Section and for several years thereafter, 
I have been involved with the annual Bench-Bar conferences.  I 
am also an active member in the Appellate Section, have 
published articles on environmental law in the Hawaii Bar 
Journal, and am an author for sections of HSBA’s landlord tenant 
manual and its appellate practice manual.  

At the nomination of then Chief Judge Ezra, I served as lawyer 
representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference from 2005 
to 2008.  I have been recognized in Chambers USA and most 
recently named by Best Lawyers® as the 2015 Litigation – 
Environmental “Lawyer of the Year” in Honolulu. Also an active 
member of the ABA Section of Environment, Energy and 
Resources, I have written articles for ABA publications and 
presented at ABA conferences.  

I volunteer my time with several other nonprofits, serving on the 
Administration Committee of the American Judicature Society, a 
nonpartisan organization addressing the administration of justice.  
I also volunteer as a board member of Smart Trees Pacific, a 
nonprofit supporting a diverse and healthy urban tree canopy. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider me as a candidate for 
HSBA Vice President.  

 

 

 

Howard Luke 

I am deeply honored to have the 
opportunity to serve as your next Vice 
President.   

I believe the best way to accomplish 
our mission statement – “to unite and 
inspire Hawai‘i’s lawyers to promote 

justice, serve the public, and improve the legal profession” -- is 
to begin by listening to all sectors of our bar.  As members of 
the HSBA family, we are the sole practitioners, partners and 
associates of small, medium, and large private firms, 
government attorneys, lawyers working for non-profits, and 
members of the state and federal judiciary.  We are the 
promising, newly admitted men and women, and the tried and 
true veterans of our legal community.  We come from all 
islands of our uniquely blessed state.  The concerns and ideas 
of all must be respected and embraced. 

I have been privileged to serve our legal community the past 
four decades.  My service includes board memberships with 
the HSBA (1998-1999; 2000-2001; 2003-2004; 2005-2006), 
the Hawai‘i Supreme Court Disciplinary Board (1995-2001), 
and the Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i (2003-present).  I have 
been an adjunct professor of Trial Advocacy at the William S. 
Richardson School of Law.  I continue to serve our law school 
through moot court, mentoring law students, and in conjunction 
with the biannual Supreme Court Mandatory Professionalism 
Course, and as a co-dean of the HSBA-sponsored Hawai‘i Trial 
Academy. 

I have presented workshops with judges and lawyers, and 
have given demonstrations involving expert witness testimony 
at the American Bar Association Annual Convention, the 
Hawai‘i State Commission on the Status of Women, and the 
National Academy of Neuropsychology.  Recently, I was a 
panelist at the ODC Hearing Committee Training Seminar.  
Currently, I am pro bono trial counsel with the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corporation in a class action lawsuit. 

I attended public schools in Honolulu, then served on active 
duty in the army between 1964 and 1967.  I graduated from the 
University of California, Berkeley in 1972, and the University of 
San Francisco Law School in 1977.   

I was a Fair Hearing Officer with the State of Hawai‘i (1977-
1978).  In 1978, I became the first law clerk for the U.S. District 
Court of the Northern Mariana Islands.  In 1981, I returned to 
Honolulu to be a deputy prosecuting attorney.  I tried major 
felony offenses and eventually became the felony trials training 
supervisor.  In 1988-1989, I worked for Schutter & Glickstein, 
handling wrongful death, products liability, and other civil 
cases.  In 1989, I opened my law office. 

I have held an AV-Preeminent Rating from Martindale-Hubbell 
for the past 23 years.  In 2014, I was named Lawyer of the 
Year in Non-White Collar Criminal Defense by the Best 
Lawyers in Hawai‘i.  In 2015, I received the same recognition in 
White Collar Criminal Defense. 

I have been a Lawyer Representative for the U.S. District Court 
of Hawai‘i and for the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  I am a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. 

With much aloha, I respectfully ask that you consider me to 
serve as your next Vice President. 



TREASURER CANDIDATE 
Mark Motojuro Murakami 

Hawaii Bar Admission: 1999. William S. Richardson School of Law: 1999.  Military 
Service: USCG: 1992-2005; USCG Reserve: 2005-present (current rank: Captain).  
Employment: Damon Key Leong Kupchak Hastert: 2005-present (Director).  Pro Bono: 
HSBA treasurer: 2015, 2014; HSBA director: 2012-2013; Good Beginnings Alliance: 
2011-present (President: 2014-present); Access to Justice volunteer: 2012-present; 
Legal Aid Society of Hawaii pro bono attorney: 2009-present.  My primary focus will be 
to ensure the financial strength of the HSBA and accountability to the members. 

 
SECRETARY CANDIDATE 

Russ Awakuni 

Russ Awakuni manages the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, Leeward office and received his 
law degree from Loyola Law School. He is the current Secretary to the HSBA Board and 
is a past Director of that Board. He was also a past President, Vice-President, and 
Director of the Young Lawyers Division.  His time with the Access to Justice Commission’s 
sub-committee on Overcoming Barriers to Access to Justice since 2009 has fueled his 
desire to give back to the profession and to bring to the board a non-profit attorney’s 
perspective. He hopes to continue to serve as Secretary of the Board.  

 
DIRECTOR CANDIDATE: WEST HAWAII  

Carol Kitaoka 

For the next two years, I will coordinate CLE and MCLE seminars, brown bag trainings 
with the judges, and other seminars that the WHBA requests.   I will continue to work 
with the Judiciary and the WHBA on the Kona Judiciary Complex.   I hope to work 
closely with the WHBA on Young Lawyers Division, Senior Counsel Division, and HSBA 
projects.   I also hope to encourage volunteerism for the Self Help Desk and expand it to 
a Self Help Center. 

 
DIRECTOR CANDIDATE: KAUAI  

Emiko Meyers 

Admitted in 2005, I worked at the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii - Kauai Office from 2003-
2013 as an Americorps Attorney and then as Managing Attorney (2006-2013). In 2014, I 
became a solo practitioner in Family Law. I participated in the HSBA Leadership Institute in 
2010-2011. I was the KBA President in 2014. I serve on the Delivery of Legal Services to 
the Public committee. I helped found the Self-Help Center on Kauai. I am dedicated to the 
furtherance of our profession. My intent as the Kauai Director would be to ensure that 
Kauai’s interests are represented at the HSBA.  
  



DIRECTOR CANDIDATES: OAHU 
R. Brian Black 

It has been a pleasure to serve the last several months on the HSBA Board, and I would 
like to continue to represent the diversity of our profession.  I am the Executive Director of 
the Civil Beat Law Center for the Public Interest.  When I first returned to Hawai‘i, I worked 
for the City and County of Honolulu as a Deputy Corporation Counsel.  Before that, I was a 
litigation partner in the New York office of Hogan Lovells.  As a director, I would continue 
HSBA’s efforts to advance the quality and civility of the Hawai‘i bar.  Mahalo for your 
consideration.     

 

Rebecca A. Copeland 

Rebecca A. Copeland is a solo appellate practitioner.  During her current term as an Oahu 
Director of the HSBA, Rebecca assisted in the coordination of local attorneys as part of 
the Hawaii Supreme Court’s Courts in the Community Program.  She is also a Board 
Member of the City and County of Honolulu’s Zoning Board of Appeals and the Hawaii 
LGBT Legacy Foundation, and is a Member of the Hawaii Supreme Court’s Commission 
on Professionalism.  Rebecca founded the HSBA’s Appellate Section, and served as the 
Section’s Chair for two years.  

 

Karin Holma 

Karin Holma is the Managing Partner at Bays Lung Rose & Holma, where she has been 
a construction and litigation lawyer for 23 years.  Named Best Lawyers in America® in 
Construction Law and in Construction Litigation for several years, and is a “Super 
Lawyer” in Business Litigation and in Construction Litigation.  Commissioner on the 
Planning Commission of the City and County of Honolulu, 2005-2011.  Building Industry 
Association of Hawaii, Board of Directors, 2002-2012.  HSBA Director, 2013-present; 
founding board member of HomeAid Hawaii, a non-profit created by local building 
industry and community partners to provide assistance to address homelessness in 
Hawaii. 

 
Kristin Izumi-Nitao 

Kristin is the Executive Director of the Campaign Spending Commission.  Previously, she 
worked at the Attorney General’s Office in the Administration Division advising the 
Employees’ Retirement System, and the Criminal Justice Division as the administrator for 
the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  She was also a deputy prosecutor and a 
law clerk for the Supreme Court Chief Justice and a circuit court judge.  She is a graduate 
of Punahou School, Wellesley College, and Santa Clara University School of Law.  She is 
active in the community serving on various non-profit organizations and serves on an 
international professional board. 
 
Gregory Kugle 
 
I am a Director of the Damon Key firm, where I’ve worked since 1995, after graduating 
from the William S. Richardson School of Law.  I’ve been active in the HSBA Real 
Property and Financial Services Section, having served as an officer and director, 
including serving as Chair in 2009.  I am on the board of Make A Wish-Hawaii, and I’ve 
also served on the boards of Honolulu Theatre for Youth, CCIM and Meritas Law Firms 
Worldwide.  If elected, I will be an advocate for the sections, which are the heart and 
soul of the HSBA. 



Mei-Fei Kuo 

I am currently an Oahu Director on the HSBA Board and I am running for a second term 
to continue my service to the HSBA and its members.  I previously held various 
leadership positions within the HSBA, including Chair of the Natural Resources Section 
and Co-Chair and Fellow of the Leadership Institute Program. For the past few years, I 
have been on the planning committee for the HSBA Annual Fundraiser Dinner.  My goal 
is to promote greater HSBA involvement and visibility in our community.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
 
Lisa Munger 

I am with Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel and have been a member of the Hawai`i bar 
since 1985.  I am an author of the HSBA’s Federal Appellate Practice Manual and a 
member of the Litigation and Natural Resource sections.  I am active in national 
organizations in my practice areas, environmental law and civil litigation.  I would like to 
support the HSBA’s ongoing efforts to foster bench-bar communication and to support 
the judiciary.  I am particularly interested in the Board’s role in reviewing judicial 
nominees and would work to make the process less subject to criticism.     
 

Mark K. Murakami 

I am Mark K. Murakami and was admitted to HSBA in 1987.  I was elected to the Board 
in 2015 and am looking forward to continuing to work for the HSBA if re-elected for 
another term.  I have been actively involved in a complex real estate practice at 
Carlsmith Ball LLP for over 25 years.  My community involvement includes many years 
of service on boards such as: BBB Foundation, BBB, Boys & Girls Club (Spalding), and 
the Committee on Overcoming Barriers to Justice.  My experience can be put to good 
use on the HSBA Board. Please vote for me.  
 

Elmira Tsang 

I am a Deputy Attorney General for the State of Hawai‘i, and worked in private practice 
for 11 years.  I graduated from the William S. Richardson School of Law in 2000, and 
have had the privilege of serving Hawai‘i’s legal community as a member of the HSBA’s 
Finance, Technology, and Continuing Legal Education Committees, and as an ad hoc 
board member of the Government Lawyer’s Section.  As a director, I will work to ensure 
that HSBA serves the interests of its membership, encourages the participation of its 
membership, and operates with transparency and accountability.  Mahalo for your 
consideration and support. 
 
 

HSBA/ABA DELEGATE CANDIDATE 

James Kawachika 

It has been my honor and privilege to represent you in the ABA House of Delegates 
and I gratefully ask for your continued confidence in continuing my work there.  I 
have served by appointment of three separate ABA Presidents on the ABA’s 
Standing Committees on Ethics and Professional Responsibility and on Professional 
Discipline and have thereby been at the table to debate on your behalf the 
emerging ethics issues of the day.   I intend to bring back and share with you these 
and other matters of importance to lawyers everywhere, but especially in Hawai‘i. 


	2016 BIOS - VP
	2016 BIOS - Others-rev

