
VICE PRESIDENT CANDIDATES 
 P. Gregory Frey   

My late father, Philip S. Frey (JD776), 
often took my (twin) brother and me to his 
office, Padgett, Greeley, Marumoto & 
Akinaka, telling us to “be quiet and 
behave.”  What we heard, of course, was 

“play and make noise!”  Although I didn’t know it at the time as 
a mischievous keiki, I learned plenty back then as I watched 
my father and many other legendary Hawaii lawyers from 
under my father’s desk (a vintage desk I now proudly sit behind 
every day over 45 years later!).  “Work hard & give back.”  My 
“old school” father drilled this ethic into me.  True to this lesson 
learned, I have served on many Boards throughout my entire 
30-year career as a lawyer in our Island State (JD4386), and I 
have always been devoted to volunteer service important to me 
and to our community.  I certainly want to continue this work as 
our HSBA’s next Vice-President, and I am deeply humbled and 
appreciative of the Nominating Committee’s decision to 
recommend me for this important position.  As a 3rd Generation 
attorney, just as my late Dad told me to do, I promise to “work 
hard & give back” to our HSBA and its lawyer members. 
 
I am no stranger to HSBA service:  An elected Oahu Director 
for 6 years; elected Chair in 2002 of the Family Law Section 
(“FLS”) and an Officer for 3 years, and; FLS Board Member for 
15 years, since 2002.  I also volunteer with Access to Justice 
and VLSH, and sit on the Judicial Evaluation Committee.   
 
Additional volunteer board service includes:  St. Louis Alumni 
Association (“SLAA”) Board Member since 2002; SLAA Board 
President since 2009; Saint Louis School Trustee since 2009; 
6-year Board Member at Sacred Hearts Academy; 8-year 
Board Member/Officer at Waikiki Yacht Club; Commodore of 
Waikiki Yacht Club (& Member of the Year) in 1997, and; 
Board Member of Aloha Racing Foundation (syndicate of 
Hawaii’s bid for America’s Cup 2000).   
  
Suffice to say, I am committed and devoted to work hard for 
good causes, organizations and associations, and this includes 
our HSBA, with the full support of my wife of 31 years, Mia, and 
our 2 adult daughters both now living on the mainland.  My 
work ethic is perhaps best described by a plaque given to me 
by the FLS Membership following my term as Chair:  “True 
leaders are not those who strive to be first but those who are 
first to strive and who give their all for the success of the team.” 
 
I served with many of the existing HSBA Board Members when 
I was last on the Board, to include both the incoming President-
Elect and the President.  I am a team player, and will bring 
exceptional value to the HSBA Board, as I have done in the 
past.  In my longtime role as Managing Attorney at Coates & 
Frey, AAL, LLLC, Hawaii’s largest family law and divorce firm, I 
effectively lead, build consensus, promote efficiency and 
successfully achieve goals.  I will do the same as your HSBA 
Vice-President.  In order to do so, however, I need the support, 
endorsement and vote of each of you, the members of our 
HSBA `ohana.  I humbly ask for your vote in the upcoming 
election. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon V. Lovejoy  

I joined Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher in 
March 1996 and became the firm’s first 
woman Director later that year. I am a 
successful litigator who practices with a 
primary focus in commercial, real estate, 
construction and business litigation.  
 
I’ve been active in the Hawaii legal 

community and have served as President of the Federal Bar 
Association in Hawaii, served a 3 year term as a lawyer 
delegate to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judicial 
Conference, and twice participated in the HSBA’s Committee 
on Judicial Administration’s Civil Law Forum, and have been a 
presenter at the Hawaii Bar Convention.  
 
I would be honored to expand my work with the HSBA by 
serving as vice-president, working for each member of the Bar 
on issues important to them in furtherance of the goals of the 
Bar, including effective and timely communication to meet the 
needs of the interests of the diverse members of the Bar, 
working with the judiciary on issues to improve legal practice 
and service in Hawaii, continuing to help emerging lawyers 
understand ethical responsibilities and practice issues, and 
continuing efforts to make legal services available to the most 
underserved segments of our community.  
 
I began practicing law in Texas, and have practiced in large 
firms, small firms, and as a solo practitioner.  I played a major 
role in building Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher’s litigation 
section from 1 lawyer to 12 lawyers, and in mentoring the firm’s 
litigation associates, guiding them from thinking as law 
students toward thinking strategically as litigators. I’ve helped 
to establish the firm’s culture that playing to win is not always 
about brow-beating the opponent into submission, but rather is 
to become a great advocate by developing the qualities of a 
leader with the negotiating skills of a great strategist, being an 
active listener who seeks to gain a full understanding of key 
issues and interests with the goal of building trust, respect and 
cooperation. These are qualities I strive to demonstrate in my 
practice.  
 
My pro bono service includes annually volunteering with 
Access to Justice, and helping to establish the federal court pro 
bono panel program at the Hawaii U.S. District Court. I also 
serve as the Vice Chair of the non-profit Women's Fund of 
Hawaii, and sit on the Board of Directors for the Positive 
Coaching Alliance, Hawaii Chapter.  
 
My legal work has been recognized by many entities including 
Best Lawyers in America, Chambers and Partners Leading 
Lawyers for Business, Benchmark Litigation’s “Top 250 
Women in Litigation”, and Hawaii Super Lawyers. I was born in 
Hawaii, and grew up primarily in Texas, earning my law degree 
from Baylor University School of Law. I’m licensed to practice 
law in Hawaii, Texas, Florida, and Colorado, and several 
federal courts. My clients include large multi-national 
corporations, hospitality industry leaders, commercial lenders, 
small businesses and individuals.  
 
My family includes two teenage sons, a husband (who likes 
motorcycles and any vehicle with a motor), and an amazing 
German shorthaired pointer. 
 

  



 

TREASURER CANDIDATE 
Karin Holma    

It has been my privilege to serve as 
HSBA Treasurer for 2017.  As 
Treasurer, I carefully watch your 
money and will work hard during the 
upcoming budget process to try to 
ensure that dues are not 
increased.  In the last year, I worked 
with HSBA Executive Director Pat 
Mau Shimizu and Director of 

Operations Christina Bae, as well as Alika Piper and other 
members of the Board of Directors to update policies and 
procedures relating to the HSBA’s fiscal activities.  I would be 
honored to continue that work and seek your support to serve 
another term.  Mahalo for your consideration. 
 

 
SECRETARY CANDIDATE 

Russ Awakuni 

I manage the Legal Aid Society of 
Hawaii, Leeward and Windward Oahu 
offices, and received my law degree 
from Loyola Law School.  I am the 
current HSBA Board of Directors’ 
Secretary, and am a past Director of 
that Board.  I am also a past 
President, Vice-President, and 
Director of the Young Lawyers 

Division of the HSBA.  My participation with a sub-committee of 
the Access to Justice Commission since 2009 has fueled my 
desire to give back to the profession and to bring to the board a 
non-profit attorney’s perspective.  I hope to continue to serve as 
Secretary of the Board.   

  
 

DIRECTOR CANDIDATE: WEST HAWAII  
Carol Kitaoka  

The next two years in West Hawaii will 
be very busy.  I look forward to working 
with the Court, the WHBA, and the 
schools in 2018 when Courts in the 
Community comes back to Kona.  In 
2019, the Kona Judiciary Complex is 
scheduled to be finished.  The next 
legislative session is critical to obtain 
the funding to furnish and complete the 
Kona Courthouse.  I want to continue 

to promote civic education in West Hawaii through essay 
contests, poster contests, and courtroom visitations.   
 
 

 

 

DIRECTOR CANDIDATE: KAUAI  
Kai Lawrence    

I am a 2011 graduate, cum laude, of 
Pepperdine University School of Law, 
and am licensed in both California and 
Hawaii.  I worked as a prosecutor on 
Kauai before opening my own solo, 
general practice in 2013.  I have been 
the Kauai Director since April of 2016 
and have enjoyed serving on the Board.  
In addition to my volunteer work with 
the HSBA, I am a volunteer with Special 
Olympics Hawaii, and have been the 

head coach of  Wailua Imua, an adult Special Olympics team on 
Kauai, since February, 2014.  I look forward to continued service 
on the Board. 
 

DIRECTOR CANDIDATES: OAHU 
 

Rebecca A. Copeland  

I am running for my third term as an Oahu 
Director.  During my first two terms, I 
served as the Board’s primary liaison to the 
Supreme Court’s Oahu Courts in the 
Community Program, coordinating 
attorneys who volunteer for the project. I 
also serve on the Hawaii Supreme Court’s 
Commission on Professionalism and as 
Co-Chair of the Judiciary’s Committee on 

Equality and Access to the Courts.  In 2011, I founded the 
HSBA’s Appellate Section, and served as Section Chair for two 
years.  I am a solo practitioner, concentrating my practice in 
appeals, and maintaining a blog devoted to appeals at 
www.recordonappeal.com. 
 
  

Kristin Izumi-Nitao  

I am the Executive Director of the 
Campaign Spending Commission.  
Previously, I worked at the Attorney 
General’s Office in the Administration 
Division advising the Employees’ 
Retirement System, and the Criminal 
Justice Division as the administrator for 
the Internet Crimes Against Children 

Task Force.  I was also a deputy prosecutor and a law clerk for 
the Supreme Court Chief Justice and a circuit court judge.  I am a 
graduate of Punahou School, Wellesley College, and Santa Clara 
University School of Law.  I am active in the community and 
would like the opportunity to serve another term on the HSBA 
Board. 

  

http://www.recordonappeal.com/


 

DIRECTOR CANDIDATES:  OAHU 
(continued) 

Mei-Fei Kuo  

I am an attorney at Carlsmith Ball LLP.  
I am running for re-election as an Oahu 
Director on the HSBA Board to continue 
my service to the HSBA and its 
members.  I have held various 
leadership positions within the HSBA 
and its affiliated sections, including 
Chair of the Natural Resources Section, 

Vice President of the NAPABA-Hawaii Chapter, and Co-Chair 
and Advisory Committee member for the HSBA Leadership 
Institute Program.  I am also on the planning committee for the 
HSBA Annual Fundraiser Dinner.  My goal is to promote greater 
HSBA involvement and visibility in our community.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 

 

Lisa Munger   

I am with Goodsill Anderson Quinn & 
Stifel and have been a member of the 
Hawai`i bar since 1985.  I am an author 
of the HSBA’s Federal Appellate Practice 
Manual and a member of the Litigation 
and Natural Resource sections.  I am 
active in national organizations in my 

practice areas, environmental law and civil litigation.  I would like 
to support the HSBA’s ongoing efforts to foster bench-bar 
communication.  I am particularly interested in judicial 
independence and would like to continue my efforts to support 
the judiciary.     

 

Paul Naso  

My experience and communication skills 
suit me well for this position and will 
benefit the board and the 
membership. For 20+ years, I have 
worked as counsel in both transactional 
and litigation worlds. I previously worked 
with start-up companies in the textile 
industry. From 2008 to present, I have 
served as General Counsel for HEMIC.  I 
have been an active member of HSBA’s 

committees, and for the past three years, worked with my fellow 
corporate and general counsel to reconstitute the Corporate 
Counsel Section of the bar.  I love what I do and enjoy the 
challenge of solving problems together. 

 

 

 

 

Mark K. Murakami  

I am Mark K. Murakami and was admitted 
to HSBA in 1987.  I was elected to the 
Board in 2015 and am looking forward to 
continuing to work for the HSBA if re-
elected for another term.  I have been 
actively involved in a complex real estate 
practice at Carlsmith Ball LLP for almost 
30 years.  My community involvement 

includes many years of service on boards and commissions such 
as: Access to Justice Commission, BBB Foundation, BBB, and 
Boys & Girls Club (Spalding). My experience can be put to good 
use on the HSBA Board. Please vote for me. 

 

Natasha Shaw        

I humbly seek your vote for HSBA 
Board of Director.  I focus my legal 
practice in probate and trust litigation.  
Previously, I was a corporate internal 
auditor. I am the President of the 
Korean American Bar Association of 
Hawaii, member of the Trust & 
Estates committee of the National 
Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association, and member of the Probate and Estate Planning 
and Elder Law sections of the HSBA. I also enjoy volunteering 
as a Wish Granter for Make a Wish Foundation of Hawaii.  I’m 
detail oriented, task driven and I hope to help HSBA members 
and our community.   

 
 
John (Jack) Tonaki  
 
I have served with the Office of the 
Public Defender since 1985.   In 
2000, I became the head State 
Public Defender.  During my career, 
I have tried over 100 jury trials.  I 
have served on many committees 
and task forces, including the 

Judiciary’s Standing Committees on Pattern Criminal Jury 
Instructions and Rules of Evidence.  I am very involved in 
legislative activities and am a member of the Board of Directors 
of the American Judicature Society, Hawaii Chapter.  I hope to 
represent on the HSBA Board the many criminal defense, solo 
and small firm practitioners as well as the government lawyers. 

 



 

HSBA/ABA DELEGATE CANDIDATE 

James Kawachika  
Experience counts. As your Delegate in 
the ABA House of Delegates for 16 
years, I have been privileged to be 
selected by three ABA Presidents to sit 
on the ABA’s Standing Committees on 
Ethics and Professional Responsibility 
and on Professional Discipline, where 
emerging ethics issues are debated 
and opinions issued.  This is where the 

“rubber meets the road” for most lawyers as we try to avoid the 
ethical landmines that lay in our daily practices.  I again ask for 
your vote to continue the work and allow me to share with you 
matters of importance to all Hawai’i lawyers.  


