
 

Rev.August 2011 

 

PREFERENCES QUESTIONNAIRE 

Circuit Court of the First Circuit 

JUDGE GARY W. B. CHANG 

(CURRENT AS OF:  AUGUST 2011.  SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME) 

 

I.   MOTIONS PRACTICE 

 

 A. HEARING TIMES FOR MOTIONS 

 

Approximately how many weeks in the 

future would a hearing be set if a motion 

was filed today? 

 

 

                5 weeks 

What days and times do you usually 

schedule hearings on motions? 

 

Is there a certain day(s) that you set aside 

to review and rule on ex-parte motions? 

 

               Every day; 3 p.m. starting time 

 

 

               Review motions as they come  

               in. 

 

Who in your office would be the person to 

contact regarding scheduling of motions? 

              Anyone 

 

 

B. ATTENDANCE AT HEARINGS 

 

Please state your preferences, if any, for telephone appearances by attorneys on the 

Neighbor Islands. 

  

If the motion is contested then physical appearances are required even if the issues are 

not substantive.  If the motion is non-contested, then Neighbor Island counsel may listen 

in by telephone (but they cannot speak, other than to enter their appearance).  Counsel 

who appears by telephone must place the call to the Court. 

 

 

II. DISCOVERY   

 

Do you have any preferences regarding the scheduling of an informal discovery 

conference (e.g., at request of one party, by agreement of all parties)?  Can the 

parties confirm a discovery conference by letter or is a Stipulation required?  

 

Discovery conferences are not usually held.  However, emergency hearings will be held 

(Rule 65 hearings, for instance) by telephone.  If there is a discovery problem, it needs to 

be resolved through a motion.  Note:  Circuit Court’s discovery conferences are governed 

by HRCP 26(f). 

 



 

 

Will you entertain telephone calls from the parties to resolve discovery disputes? 

 

Very infrequently.  The parties would first need to ask that an order be issued to allow for 

this.  If there is a high volume of very contentious contested discovery issues, the Court 

would consider appointing a master.  

 

III. PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES 

 

Do you have a written checklist of issues to be decided at your pretrial conferences?  

If so, will you provide a copy and can it be shared with the HSBA Sections? 

 

Please see Exhibit “A.” 

 

 

IV.  TRIAL SETTING/STATUS CONFERENCES 

Do you have a written checklist of issues to be decided at your trial setting/status 

conferences?  If so, will you provide a copy and can it be shared with the HSBA 

Sections?   

 

Please see Exhibits “B” and “C.” 

 

Do you have any special requirements for attorneys attending trial setting/status 

conferences (e.g., Court attire or Aloha attire okay)?   

 

Aloha attire is okay.  

 

 

V. SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES 

 

In addition to what is required under the Courts Rules for settlement conferences, 

do you have any special requirements or preferences for attorneys attending 

settlement conferences?   

  

There must be universal agreement for early settlement conferences.  For the initial 

settlement conference, telephonic appearances by clients will suffice.   Parties must be 

available within one minute of placing the call or they may be sanctioned.   If progress is 

made, then the physical presence of clients may be required at future conferences.  Before 

coming to the conference, counsel is required by HRS § 605-7 to have written settlement 

authority from their clients.  Please see Exhibit “D.”   

 

VI.   TRIALS 

Presently, approximately how many 

months in the future are you scheduling 

cases for trial? 

This is driven by the attorneys’ 

schedules; a trial could be set within six 

months. 

            

 



 

 

 

VII. GENERAL  

 

Are you using the recently rescinded Administrative Orders and Memoranda as 

guidelines for your Court?     X     Yes _____ No  

 

Please state other preferences you want attorneys who appear before you to know 

about?   

 

 Be prepared and follow the rules.  Please see Exhibit “E.” 

 There is a growing concern about the length of time it takes for cases to conclude.  

Counsel need to think about their clients and conclude cases sooner.  The entire 

system is slowing down. 

 There is a seven-word limit for objections (please see Exhibit “F” for list of 

objections). 

 

May we make your preferences available on the HSBA website with the understanding that 

it may be revised or changed depending on the type of case, number of parties, and other 

special factors?       X     Yes   ____ No 

 






































































